UPDATE ON WISE SCHOOLS OUTREACH PROGRAM.

Through its School’s Outreach Program, WISE has reached out to a total number of twenty-two (22) schools on the Buduburam Refugee settlement and ten (10) schools in the Greater Accra Region.

On the Buduburam Refugee settlement, WISE reached out to:
1. Peter Burus School 

2. Buduburam D.A J.S.S
3. Methodist United

4. Refuge Baptist 

5. St. Gregory School

6. Assemblies Of God School

7. Buduburam Senior Sec. School

8. Buduburam Refugee Comm. School

9. Caroline Miller School

10. S.D.A Academy

11. Christian Preparatory School

12. Victory Christian Academy

13. Fundamental Baptist

14. A47 Academy

15. Children Rescue Mission

16. Faith Foundation School

17. J.T. Addo Primary School

18. New Testament Christian Academy

19. Buduburam School for the Deaf

20. Population Care Organization School

21. Children Better Way
22. Buduburam Secondary School
In the Greater Accra metropolis, WISE reached out to: 
1. Madina Emmanuel Presby School

2. Presbyterian Boys Sec. School

3. Elim Cluster Of Schools

4. Prince Of Peace Academy

5. Englebert School

6. Jack And Jill School

7. Mamobi Prisons J.H.S
8. New Dawn Primary and J.H.S

9. Sacred Heart Vocational Training School

10. West African Senior High School
The total number of students reached on the Buduburam Refugee settlement to date is one thousand five hundred and sixty (1,560) students while six hundred and thirty-three (633) students have also been sensitized and empowered in the Greater Accra Region.
The 2007 Universal Children’s Day, part of the Sixteen Days of Activism against Gender Violence campaign was celebrated with students of the Brothers and Sisters in Christ (BASIC) and the Prince of Peace Academy at the BASIC premises at Chorkor, a suburb of Accra with eighty four (84) pupils.
Pupils of the Prince of Peace Academy enacted a drama on child abuse which was followed immediately with an open forum on child trafficking, sexual abuse and child neglect.

The active participation by the pupils and their response to questions on issues of SGBV attests to the positive impact of our schools outreach programs. 

The drama enacted by the pupils of the Prince of Peace Academy on child abuse also highlighted child trafficking, sexual abuse and child neglect. In the drama, Mr. Appiah, a poor farmer in a village, decided to send one of their daughters Esi, to stay with a relative in the “big city”. This was to enable Esi continue her school. Esi got to the aunties house only to be used as a house- maid. She was often molested and never got back to school. Esi’s aunty, Mama Delight recruited other girls for her friend, Obaa Grace, who forced these girls into prostitution for her selfish gains. Upon a visit by Esi’s mum one day, Esi complains about her ordeal to her mum who also lodged a complaint with the police. Mama Delight and her friend, Obaa Grace were arrested. Esi returned to the village with her mum and went back to school. 
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One of the pupils praying before the commencement of the program

Some scenes from the drama.
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Mr. Appiah telling his family of his intent to send Esi (extreme right) to his sister in the city.
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Esi, doing one of her normal enormous house-hold chores whiles her cousin is gone to school 
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Mama Delight molesting Esi whiles her daughter looks on in amusement 
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Obaa Grace (2nd left) looking on as one of her girls is being prepared for a client.  

[image: image6.jpg]



Esi’s mum confronting her sister-in- law, Madam Delight and Obaa Grace on her daughter’s complain
Discussion:
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© Ms. Alice Apronti - Odoi, WISE Counselor / Advocate, leading the discussions after the drama
Comments from the pupils included:
· “Children should obey their parents and other people who take care of them”
· “Children should report sexual abuse to their parents, teachers and

the police.

· “Parents should be careful of people with whom they leave their children with”.

Questions the pupils asked included:
· Why do elderly people abuse children?

· If a child is being abused by his / her guardian, want should he /she do?

· When one is given left- over food is it abuse?
· Who should you report people who abuse children to? 
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A pupil making a contribution
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The pupils being refreshed after the interaction.

.
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The Executive Director of WISE (in white shirt) congratulating the drama group for a good performance. 















